Dear… 

In the beginning of June 2021 The University of Iceland, School of Education is hosting the annual Nordic Educational Research Association Conference (NERA 2022).
Would you show us the honor of being a keynote speaker?
The conference will take place on 1-3 June and we expect up to 800 participants.

NFPF/NERA, founded in 1972, has established itself as a meeting place for educational researchers in the Nordic countries. The core activities of the Association involve holding an annual, peer-reviewed conference, publishing of the journal Nordic Studies of Educational Research as well as supporting the ongoing work of the constituent networks. NERA aims to strengthen the visibility of education as a discipline in the Nordic societies and to provide a platform for Nordic researchers as well as collaboration between them and the international community.

This NERA Reykjavík 2022 conference theme is „Education and involvement in precarious times“, see a further description of the theme here:

Education and involvement in precarious times
The Covid-19 pandemic has demonstrated the precarious nature of human lives / existence, lacking in predictability, security, material, and psychological welfare. However, some are more exposed than others, depending on social class, ethnicity, race, location, sexuality, gender, and level of adjustment and need for special support. The covid-19 pandemic has further entrenched the division between rich and poor and increased the state of precariousness for a larger part of the world. In other words, the pandemic has created a numerous social class of precariat. 

In terms of education, the Covid-19 pandemic has among other things drawn attention to the precarious life of students and children around the world. Inequality and social injustice have increased in educational spaces, not only within countries but also between countries and localities. It is manifested in unequal distribution of knowledge, resources, and care. Some children have full access to online resources, involved and educated parents to help with educational matters, while others struggle for their basic needs. One can say that the pandemic has to a certain extent moved education into the private sphere and limited access to schools. This has made the students more susceptible and exposed to precarity.  On the other hand, the changes in education and the use of technology in rapidly changing circumstances is remarkable. This results in an interesting move in student-teacher relationships and parental involvement.

The current precarious nature of our times and how it influences education also offers some possibilities for change and transformation. During the pandemic, educators generally experienced a need to modify their teaching, and many have been engaged in using new and different teaching and learning facilities. This has among other things triggered unforeseen results regarding general changes in pedagogy and didactics with a switch to a more flexible approach to teaching and learning where focus is on a higher degree of involvement of both the teachers and the students. We invite you to creative and fruitful discussions about research and development, policies and practises in education, and possibilities of involvement from diverse perspectives.

We hope the conference theme appeals to you and that you will consider being a keynote speaker. Of course, all travelling expenses and the stay in Iceland will be covered by the University of Iceland.  

We hope to hear from you soon. 

Best regards,
XXXX

